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Abstract

This brief study aims to demonstrate the high status of the "convergence condition” in
Chomsky's minimalist program (1995). Our interest in the "convergence condition" stems
from the "guardianship" it imposes on "checking theory," necessitating liberation from all
"uninterpreted features" at some point in syntactic derivation (both the overt and the
covert). This guardianship transforms it into a "safety valve" for the sentence, allowing it
to survive syntactically at its "phonetic” and "semantic" outputs. We attempt to identify
some of the problems in dealing with it, such as: the problem of knowing the "computational
domain" in which it applies, the problem of its interpretive adequacy, the problem of its
ability to provide a classificatory basis for "features", and the problem of its regularity -
either in terms of the transferability of the lexical category a or the distribution and
hierarchy of the functional category f3.

Our interest in the "Minimalist Program" stems from two combined factors: firstly, its
radical revision of many of the foundations of previous generative models; and secondly,
its obscurity among a considerable number of Arab scholars and readers interested in
generative grammar.

Keywords: syntax - convergence - checking - features - interpretation.
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