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Autobiographical Account as Manifest Ethnic
Expression:
A Civilizationist Viewpoint about a Selected
Fassage from lhab Hassan’s Out of Egypt

Sadok Damak
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Résumé

Le présent arlicle se consacre & {'autobiographie d'lhab Hassan, le crifique
littéraire égypto-américain.

Dans une perspective psychosociologique, l'arficle mef en exergue
l'identification ethnique chez cet auteur qui a délibérément chaisi I'exile comme
moyen d'acculiuration pour fuir son identité culturelle d'origine. L'étude révéle
& travers une analyse du confenu sémantique ainsi qu'un examen des champs
lexicaux comment Hassan a du mal & contourner son identité ethnique primor-
diale, notamment son arabité, malgré des efforts indéniables pour se conformer
uniquement aux exigences identitaires de la société d'accueil.

Abstract

Most studies on ethnicity and ethnic attitudes involve subgroups and minori-
ties, seldom individuals, and still rarer an individual case. This paper deals with
the manifest ethnicity in an exilic narrative by lhab Hassan, an American of Arab
background who, at twenty - one of age, left his native Egypt for ever to sefile
in the United States of America, deliberately cutling almost alf vital and cultural
ties with ethnic ancestry. After four decades of exile culminating in an obvi-
ous Americanization, Hassan publishes an autobiography wherein he confides
childhood, boyhood, and adulthocod memories. What were the circumstances
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